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The Role of ABF Transcription Factors in Response to
Abiotic Stress in Plant
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WANG Dan, GUO Chang-hong
( College of Life Science and Technology , Harbin Normal University/Key Laboratory of Molecular Cytogenetics and
Genetic Breeding of Heilongjiang Province , Harbin 150025 )

Abstract: Abiotic stress seriously affects plant growth and destabilizes crop yield. The plant hormone
abscisic acid ( ABA ) is an important signaling molecule for plants to respond to abiotic stress. The ABA signal
pathway mediated by it plays a key role in the process of plant response to abiotic stress. Among them, ABF
( ABA-responsive element binding factors ) transcription factors play an important role in the ABA signal pathway.
ABF transcription factor is a type of basic leucine zipper protein that specifically recognizes ABA-responsive
element ( ABRE ),and they belong to the A subfamily of the bZIP family. ABF protein contains 5 highly conserved
domains, C1, C2, C3, C4 and bZIP regions that can bind to DNA sequences. Besides, these conserved domains
of ABF protein can be phosphorylated by many protein kinases, such as SnRK2 ( sucrose non-fermenting-1 related
protein kinase 2 ) and CDPK ( calcium dependent protein kinase ), followed with the activation of the transcription

activity of ABF protein. After finishing all the above steps, finally, they can participate in the regulation of ABA
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and stress expression. In recent years, many studies have found that ABF transcription factors in different species

play an important role in response to abiotic stress in plants. This article reviews the structural characteristics of
ABEF transcription factors, the identified cis-acting elements such as G -ABRE, C -ABRE and CE3 ( coupling
element 3 ), the regulatory modification pathway and their roles in response to abiotic stress such as salt,

drought and cold. It also looks forward to the future research direction of ABF transcription factors, and provides

research ideas for the cultivation of excellent stress-resistant crop varieties by regulating ABF transcription

factors.
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1.1 ABF ¥R EFLEHFFE

FEAAEYIPARI T+ ABF 5% 5% R 114 = 2Rl 51
5 ABF1.AREB1/ABF2 . AREB2/ABF4 fil ABF3,
3K B G2 1R A B AR SR G kO Ho
ABF1 ZARiR 8 & %15 5 , AREBI/ABF2 . AREB2/
ABF4 Il ABF3 % ABA . i 7K Fil 15 £k 55 5 i B 30
7SO 3l it B R T ABF1-4 & R 51 A8
Phytozome %% 4} J& ( http: /www.phytozome.net/ ) A9
FER A RAR B 2 3E WY K S ( Oryza
sativa L. )./INZZ ( Triticum aestivum L. ), K 5. ( Glycine
max (L.)Merr.) " 43 5 £ 9.10,14 /> ABF %t
PR Li 5120 %t 20 Fi il Hb A 49 7 f%) 95 Fh ABF &
HE K E a1 700, &3 ABF 1

KA gy 1 & [ 23 5 O 254~485 aa, 27.81~
52.95 KD, ABF J#4 5% 10 78 12 5 ( Solanum
tuberosum L. ). 77 57 7 ( Fagopyrum tataricum (L. )
Gaertn. ). 11 5% ( Brassica napus L. ) ¥ 4t ( Gossypium
hirsutum L. )1 25 HA AR rh g S FIBIFSY

SR Y AREB/ABFs 8 J i 51 7E 24544 - B A 5
At BEDRSF Y BRI, 20 30l R B IR 7 41 N 314 C1
C2.C3 Ml C ¥t 1 AATLAGE A DNA P41 bZIP [X 35
LIJe C A C4 ZEAIR 1T, s oS S H Y B
B R-X-X-S/T JF 91, 7 51) G| A5 B 45 442 1 A 11 0l
( CDPK,, calcium-dependent protein kinase ) F1 i 4
T i AU 25 11 3 2 ( SnRK2, sucrose non-fermenting-1
related protein kinase 2 ) Rk , K% ABF 25 1 A9
L SREE S ABF 4 53 DN T o R R A
HEMZs A ML A 371X ABRE JofFLASE B %
U AR AR e
1.2 ABF iRAa9izC1E A T

M ABA P45 5L 1 5 3l X B 2 4
% R 20 1Y ABA BB AE T4, ABF
& 56 138 3 1R 91 ABRE ( PyACGTGG/TC ) i =X,
YER T, Ho#% 0 )7 51 )& ACGT, HF5 4 G-ABRE
(G-box ). %4 ACGT 91X & ABRE JTF LA/ %
Em 3£ [ ) Emla JC 4 ( GGACACGTGGC ) A 1%
%%, 7K %4 Rab16( Ras analog in brain ( Rab ) /Small
GTP-binding protein ) % K 47 2 4~ 5 G-ABRE #H X}
PLH)HEAORST R , BIJEFF 1( GTACGTGGC ) Fikk
J¥ 11( CGG/CCGCGCT ) 2,

WA —FAML T ACGT JF4I 1Y ABRE, 41K
HVAI ( Hordeum vulgare group III LEA protein 1 ) 3]
JaahFIX A “fEEcocF 37 (CE3, coupling element 3 )
( ACGCGTGTCCTC) il 7K % Rab16B 1) “%& J 11"
( GCCGCGTGGC ) 7, Hihr Ay C-ABRE., X LTI
J¥51 51— G-ABRE [#)7 ZAHRL, tF A0 3000
Y1 ABF £5 FR 02 A 0 2 FH oo 0 o 72
T2 SCTE E, I ACGT Jei P8 iy A B G B
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ABF ¥ 5 A 719 1 # b e vt , 8 1o 5 7R fk ABF
B g DR 1RO LI SRS 2 H RTHE Y B IR A
(1) ABF 9 R fL 8005 7 12, SnRK & K 5 43 3
> W Z % SnRK1 ., SnRK2 F1 SnRK3/CIPK, H:
1 SnRK2 £ ABA 155 it 5 B i R #5452
TE & A ABA W15 0L T, 2C 25 25 1 W IR i PP2C
( clade-A protein phosphatase type 2Cs ) f#i SnRK2 4
REEWERACIRES , NI 1 & )5 s R ilF ABF Wi
P fE. 7E ABAFFTERITE LT, 5 ABA 25 5 1Y
PYR/PYL/RCARSs ( pyrabactin resistance/pyrabactin
risistance-like/regulatory components of ABA
receptors ) 25 [ Fll PP2C A H.1E FH I #10 hi] 6 4,
SnRK2 PRAFIERR ALIE PARAS , LGS JBr3E T e 1
wr,

Yoshida %> & BHURET 3 /4~ ABF # 1 AREBI/
ABF2 ., AREB2/ABF4 il ABF3 4}l 3Z # i SnRK2.2 ,
SnRK2.6 H1 SnRK2.3 FYWERR AL IS - SnRK2 52
A 1 AH ELOOGH, [ 2 5 4R ABA 5 5B 12,
ABA 0% ISR 2R R AU 2 ( BIN2, brassinos-
teroid insensitive 2 ) 1] LIBEFR L IF 415G SnRK2.2 I
SnRK2.3 L) 4 3 ABA {5 515 172, Li % #f
58 %2 B, 7E ABA Kb, SnRK2 il il 17 R 45 &
#E1 (FREEL, FYVE domain protein required for
endosomal sorting 1) % iz 1k, i 1k ) FREE1 #f A
A IA% S ABFA AR EAE T30 LA s dm k. e
Ah, W) A H ( PP2-B11, phloem protein 2-B11 ) 7
175 2% 3K 15 3% Wi N %k Rl ( HOS15, high expression of
osmotically responsive genes 15) 1] 1 & 5 SnRK2
A R (R 1),

O ¥ M 22 %
12
ABA
. e
c PYRPYLRCAR — =
/ - v /
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mm < ®
CPK/CDPK v X
T AREB/ABF ——,
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CE —— ABRE — Target genes
|
' v |
ik omnsrn e
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El1 ABF®BZRETFHIBEEIGER
Fig.1 The regulatory modification pathways of
ABF transcription factor

BT SnRK & f&41, AR A58 & 3 T HiAth
FR) B IR Ak 1k 42 BT ABF 5 5 IR 135 kGl CDPK
AR (IR 1), Zha 255 76 05 I v o 4 g
E 5k 523 & 30, AtCDPK4 F1 AtCDPK 11 7] LA iz
1t AtABF1 Fl AtABF4, Jf 3 i 8 5 < fL iz 3l ok i
5 X G T SR 30 A T AZ . Zhao S B
AtCDPK12 £ R #h 5 2C R 5 1 W B i} ABI2 A H.
YEH, IF B{fi AtABF1 1 AtABF4 # s 1k, ix 2t
4R L I, T T AtABF1 I AtABF4 % 5 H 1 1]
LL#k £ Fh CDPK Z& PG W2 1k . Zhang 25 BF
9% & Bl AtCDPK6 1] L 5 ik 1t AtABF3, /£ ABF
WO R IE PR AR R 0BT . AtCDPK32 2
EjXF ABA FHAEAE 4 36 vy v Jf-BE R b AtABF4,
HE— 2L B 5% & 0, AtABF4 25 [ 19 Ser " 5% 3L 2
AtCDPK32 I W R AL $1 5, T %% % StABF1 K
IS 5 N2 ERRARFIEA 2 A0 &R sk I, 1X B4k
K0T 4 StCDPK2 340 7] B R 1L, 7 Ca® " Kk
R T WA N, ABA AR W30 Bl % A e S o
PR Xt StCDPK3 SHAIF 5 & TR, il 35 il 2 1)
B4, ABF BERR AL FLRE B Wi 15 7, B3 %) ABF
BERRAL I TG BRI 5T BB TR A, 25 ABF HUT5{L
W R, X FH ABF (135 152 2 Z g L ik
22 HAERRREATER

LR I 5 R 4] v g 65 Y 24 76 > PP2C Kl
AR 10 4 41 (A~T) P ABII ( ABA-insensitive 1)
H1 ABI2 & 1€ A5 ¥ ' 5 56 BF 5% 19 2 4> PP2C 3
o TEIR T TR A WFoE R B, A A AR AR abil-1
(abil®™" ) abi2-1( abi2®'*" ) 5§ ik 2518 HAB19*
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R R X ABA & B R URR, T80T 7F ABA
Wb RS AT R I A ORI B A ], AL
HAE ABA AU 30 X T PP2Cs
A Y H ABA N WG S S . Wk
ABF % R F3 2 7 ABA 15538 6 14 £ g5 14
F PP2C J: [N, T 7E ABA 155 i 17 2 i 8 1 v
K ¥ AFE . Wang 25" i@ 1 qRT-PCR 43 b7 & #1,
ABA S HIFTA 94~ A4l PP2C 3L N 1Y Rk 7 2
A~ ABF =H 75K abfl abf3 abf4 1 abf2 abf3 abf4
I B R A, TITE abf1 abf2 abf3 abf4 VU5 IAH]
HgE— L B AR, X KB ABF #5581 F2 5 7 ABA
P A4 PP2C KL Rk ¥, #F— i i
T B B2 A2 S0 R PR, ABF B s A A DL i S
ABII (ABI2 WA sh F45 7, F- A e TR ek
Pk, gE 1 H 1 ABA 5 5%, hZiss
(%) PP2C Fi& ALY ABF TE W38 5544 T I jli— 1~ 11
R IR R, BE PR ABA {55 W I i 448 78
WA P4 (1),
3 ABFEXEFENZIELEME

FR1ER
3.1 EhEmB

e E A R BRI Y AR R ) F AR A YA
Jolpa60 PRI 2R 22—, 1 vl v e 3 S 2 X A 0 200 i i
BB e AN 7 RE E ( EEE Na' ) DU A AL
THAFR G o FR AR 5 R 2 R AR AR,
WK AL IZS S iR &5 A IR N 944k
A, — SR A BT A B 1 BRI AR 2B i SR AR
i, FEACHZETL, R E T MWL, ABF §
SEHAFANFH ABA (KR R PR i 40 2 2E
P AL, TR PR A IR A B T-4%
PN G DS

X I A VR S B, 7R R T BLHE IT abf3
FN abf4 57X ER ok 30 T AURR , [m] A 5 A8 (A
(IR 38 RERRAIR, B ARG N, X WS /R AtABEF3
F AtABF4 FE P75 £ 38 e b7 & 45— IAE H .
IS RSP REIF AtABF4 LR 7E A8 B (i 223k
R AR ST B SR AR XS 5 /K i
REEET I SRS R ZE S RN T R A
% AtABF4 LN D8 R I s i br k. )
BF, FEER AT, B JE DR S 44 B (R M 25 ) o 5 I
E ST AR T, XU AtABF4 SN 7E £ b ia
o — @ EH . FEE I ThH 3 (Ipomoea batatas
(L.) Lam. ) IbABF4 JEH 5 Fe ik R I bk iy &

I Bt — 20 W A S0 3R B 5% IbABF4 FE A1)
BT A BE OEARCR BRI R DL S 4
LA SRS, X8 ABF N R IR B e &
FhEALE T O 55 Bt A5 JE R e

F >k ABF 2K % 55 [l F ZmbZIP4 . ZmbZIP72 3
KR 232 SR WA S0k . ZmbZIP4 1) ik bk
FAE R SRS I A7 g a5 H 2 B o
(A7 58, 1717 28 788 AR D) %o}k i 36 B /6. ZmbZIP4
A ] LLOE 8 $% NHX3 (Na'/H' antiporter ) & [H] )
FEAk BRI S AR AR AE SR 0 R B T K Sk AR 1
FIH X ZmbZIP72 J R AE 380 FE % vh i3 ek kR
PR, FEER O T BB K I B R AR RE

W3 v ABF [Al YR 3L X FebZIPS 3k K 52 3 #;
136 B935S, FE LR T o 0 i Bk A T SR A
WAEER 0 250 T B 3% 2 S A 403 , 3 ArRD26
( responsive to dehydration 26 )l AtCOR15 ( cold
regulated 15 ) 5§ ABA M8 %) JFp3E mieg iy I PRl i % 38
KV BN 3 BraABF2 3 R A 1 57
H A A R S MR T Ml i O 5 PR TR A AR Ak, T
RABIS8 ( responsive to ABA 18 ) fll KIN2 %5, iX 45
S R R AR S AL FLAR AR R 1 R0 450
T KRR, TR T T AR ER e 1,
32 FEimE

TR R X 0y — EEAEAE Y 2R
VYR M E BN R —, RN R
Yyyeas, R E T RN S Y KA ZE S TS5 4
FE ABF 2R S R T 2 T SR A R
FrEmE Pt TR R I E A

1L TG IF AtABF2  AtABF3 il AtABF4 ¥ 5% | T
RRSREIE S B O Y S 5T R i sz v
) ABA {555 ) F 25 % A+, #lRIJT AREB/
ABF = 878 1K arebl areb2 abf3 eI T 51t 52
P REAR R X AP I ABA B SBURMEFR AR . E— 251
S 2H 43 W B, AtABF2 | AtABF3 F1 AtABF4 [y
RS LB 5 W 0E S5 NI F kKT
2", Yoshida 45" % B, ABF1 75+ - it F
HAHREZAMEM. 5 arebl areb2 abf3 2 E KM L,
arebl areb2 abf3 abfl VAf¥ 1A 5 A5 A5 ) 3 30 1 B 5
A SR AU AR AR B9 ABA SUBE: . [R] RS, e DU
B 5T A A 22 e 1 K B8 B FE R (235 LEA
SR A S R T ) B3R KRG

H i, Z2 00 Ve b 50 37 (1 ABF 5 A i) )
REC. 2158 TH9E., /N# TudBF3 LN Z 3| T2
o300 Bk 1 T 3R, i R GK Tud BF3 1 A A1)
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A = 22 %

FOTAE TS E T, AR AT i b & 48 3
1o TP AR RUAE YY), [R) A1 52 Jpip A e 37 36 (K] ( LEA 14
RD294 . DREB2A %5 ) FE G 3 Y f Rk i
W TaABF3 TEAUFE 77 A% 1o 308 AT LA i i 3L 1A
TPIEPCTE " FEARAE T L R IA R ST AABF3
FIFEAE GhABF2D 2 /1~ ABF sk A1 Retgi it <
FLURAY b R e B R AR OB SR O, R,
B3 2 N ( Daucus carota var. sativa Hoffm. ) DcABF3
FE P TE R I i SR8 ) 2 R EUR R S
L R, PR E AR KIS, R IR b
IR, DeABF3 132 #3538 U AL & B AH B sk A
F SPCH . FAMA . MUTE 1 SCRMs “51 3535, It
Hh,FESME ABA ALIR , 12 3K DeABF3 (4RI IT
AV BRI 2 ZE S, ARG T 2 S DR 0 g o
ABA UM, X B IR & DcABF3 1€ ABA {5 %518
Herh B wEAE Y

Rifi#5 ABF %% S5 PRI FE A ) w5 W30 i 4
HR RS IE 9T A R A, ABF i o 1 52 030 19 T dis
W 2545 2] T IR AR ik, 3R JF AtAREB3/
AtDPBF3 1] D) 45 & LI 35 3 K AtADFS /)3 5
T DX LA FL A 5, 3 3 R ok AL T B
LW B0 R PED Feng 2 Xb K % ( Manihot
esculenta Crantz ) MeABFs W} 5% % B8, MeABFs 7&
A L2, A MeBADHI & 3hF 0% H 33k i {2
PERISEAE (GB ) BAE Y& R R, il i (R 8 5
S 457 394 5 A X A B A TR A2 . Lin 450
P AtABF1 . AtABF2 Fl AtABF4 3] L) 1 55 40 g I
1 bl 6- W IR i 5L R TPPI ( Trehalose-6-phosphate
phosphatase ) 1) 35 T 8¢ = AH Y B BT R 1. BUOR
( Rosa rugosa Thunb. ) RhABF2 1] L) | #; 2% & ¥k 45
FI3EK RhFerl (7)a 87X, 3 H RhABF2 JERATT
BRIFAR T T S Wi A9 e K it 32 OB 8 T B
b ik Fa 5, T UL, RRABF2 TE B BT 5414
Rk ia s th k5 EEAEH . ABF %
T P RS R A 2R AE L 18 AT LS HAh R 1 B
VEVHPHE Y T 2P . Wang 2555 R 3 DELLA &
AT LS ABF2 % 5% R 7 A0 B4R 4R A e 3
Peo T Xu 455 WFSE & R, BE 45 1 BBX19 7] L)
1 ABF3 HAE G P4 A6 A it 0
33 {KiERE

IRV 3 s 2 WA ) 1 ™ o 1 A1
TR AT 5 R A M R Y, I3E 18 05 AR AL R A
8 P ol R A AR D 09 A 1 AR AT A 1
P R R AR L AR R BB

B~ T ABF 6 55 IR 16 A 40 Wi o7 AIG 3 ad  vp
RE. a4z Es 2T A EE S R 46 K 4ot
RS 2 4~ ABF 3L, NtABFI Fil NtABF2, % ¥RiX
2 A FE R B Re U AR WaE , 4 CAbPE 1 h B,
NtABF1 Fll NtABF2 F%t ik it B8 B 5 KAE 5 fiAE
GhbZIP15 SENAEAGRACFE N 3Rk 22 T R, X
FHTEARIEA T GhbZIP15 J H ] fede 3] 17 845
PEFI) A StABF T LR TF 45 Th A4 Sk i
FIPTTE, 7E 4 CARIEAL BT 2 25 5 205, JF H b
R PRI AL A3, R e n 0 B b
DcABF1 3£ 52 SRR W38 ()58 Z0175 3 2858, IF 4
24 h AR

AN ) ABF e 53 R A i) 1o AF Ik 1) 3o v L
A IR ) A U S AN 23 R e e
%t K % ABF 2555 55 [N 1 MebZIP7 1 MebZIP9 11
W55 2B, MebZIP7 7E 4 CiE 0.5 h J5 EM Y 1Y
I 7 R 9 R R 7K T SR WL, Bl s AEAR AT by
e SR T MR S8 T AT 5 1T MebZIP9 FE 0 F v ) 3R
IR ARG, AEZ W00 1 h 5 BRI Fe kA
SRIMAEAR T R I8 2 8] T35 %, I-4E 0.5 h B3k 3]
W {f ., Wang 25" 3@ 32 ChIP 5236 & PR, 78 8l 5 I
Tk ik /N YTFEIL N TuAREB3 , v LB 58 Ul R I
{14 T SR 1, I R b ARG 3R g 07 L, 4 RD29A
RD29B . CORI5A4 Fl COR47 “5I3LH 35k

A AR TR 38 R E A KRR ZS 2 A 0 P Mk
Yk A T AL, PR ( ABA ) 7E firh 2 I IR HIR fry
At e A EEAER . VWAL (Pyrus pyrifolia
( Burm. f. ) Nakai ) PpyABF3 55 Vi 45 4R B (%) 5% B 5%
>k K -F PpyDAM3 ( Dormancy-associated MADS-
box 3 ) Fk A Y F R AEAR R0 T R IEAH K, HF—
HAF5E &% B, PpyABF3 & 1 1] DL B $%5 PpyDAM3
Ja B F S 2 4 ABRE 454 DAOE ik,

S e AL P00 AV U i 1 ) ORI G R o 53 A0, ) A g

N ABA 15—~ ABF % [1 PpyABF2 figig il i 5
PpyABF3 & H H.AE, 4% PpyABF3 X PpyDAM3
AP 1 et L], ABF 2554 5% X 1
AT DA o X DAM FE DR AR 35, HS 9% 4k 5 Fl W eI
T IRIRRAS . X LEHTARIR 1Y ABF 2RELH 1 A&
B, AT LA TG L R TSR 2 S A

4 RE
A S A 2 B AT 2 T

W SRR SR ST R W], ABF fE S — K B E
P N AERE AR AR Wy a0 i A rh A3
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TAER . R A B, ABF 8k R PR R —AY
HE DR A A %) e — iR AR i R A2 A TR PRI
W Z AW a WY . N 5EAe FibZIPS3 J
DR FE DL P I P 90 5k 26 K B v T TR SR R
=1 L B 7 I ( Chorispora bungeana Fisch. & C.A.
Mey. ) i) CbABF1 %% 55 A AN AT LA 3 58 2 25 [
SR B T SR B A A7 RS B v T AR BT
FEPE ),

AR ABF 5% [ RE 4 =y Al A X T 4%
Pl Al A= 9 B 300 B TS A2 1, 05w X B R PR AR R 1Y)
ARKKEE A RPW, il Rk A (drachis
hypogaea L. ) AhAREBI Wi r S+ Hi 5 R Ji 3o, (2
TR/, i F i 1 IR FIIT AtABF3 11
Tl L TR 2R A0 R R R AR AR U 38 TS A2 PR 3 5
(EG 5 DR S 6 B A I I A /N7 DR B —
AZ IR IT K AR THE Y 5 AR A Yy aa Be ) 59 W)
B, XORSE AR A= K B 1 ABF BT, LA
WA S e, Nt F KA (Vitis vinifera L.)
VvABF2 55 A B 400 e I AT 3 9 688 385 38 1) T 52
P ARSI A K e T RO B, 5
Ah, XF ABF §% 5 R 4R AE M aa e ) i e K2
SETE T IASEAT Y, e R DR AR B I P AN AR oAt
A IR, JU R X P R R e R A AR A
B, T DA (] Ik R A S0 AR A i S5 it
PEYEE , LIE T B H ABF 55DV AE B9 A, 3R
PRAEEE A PR A K & B R PRUE = i 1Y)
28 Sk RULYIE Ly
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