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Creating Novel Rice Germplasms with Low Amylose Content by
Editing Upstream Sequence of Wx Gene Coding Region via
CRISPR/Cas9 Technology
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Abstract: Wx gene directly controls the synthesis of amylose in rice endosperm, and thus affects many
cooking quality traits such as gel consistency, which is the major gene controlling the eating quality of rice. It
can significantly improve the rice eating quality by moderately reducing amylose content ( AC ). Jifeng B (JB)
is a maintainer line of indica hybrid rice with high AC, which reduces the eating quality of the progeny. CRISPR/
Cas9 technology has been applied more and more in rice molecular breeding. In this study, four target sites were
selected from the upstream sequence of coding region of Wx gene, and the editing vector was constructed and
introduced into JB by Agrobacterium tumefaciens. A total of 9 transgenic lines, L1-L9, were obtained. Among
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them, L8 and L9 had a large fragment deletion mutation, in which the expression of Wx gene and AC were down-

regulated. The gel consistency and eating quality were also improved. There is a great difference in the appearance

of brown rice between L8 and L9. L8 is similar to glutinous rice and L9 is similar to sticky rice. To sum up, we

used CRISPR/Cas9 technology to edit the upstream untranslated region of Wx gene in order to reduce the AC in

rice, and achieved success. These results provide a reference for the study of rice quality improvement.

Key words: rice ( Oryza sativa L. ); Wx gene; amylose content; CRISPR/Cas9
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Table 1 Primers used in this study

5|44 ¥k Primer Name J¥51 (5" =3’ )  Sequence H %) Purpose
U-F CTCCGTTTTACCTGTGGAATCG EERENANE
gR-R CGGAGGAAAATTCCATCCAC

Pps-GGL TTCAGAGGTCTCTCTCGACTAGTATGGAATCGGCAGCAAAGG

Pgs-GG2 AGCGTGGGTCTCGTCAGGGTCCATCCACTCCAAGCTC

Pps-GG2 TTCAGAGGTCTCTCTGACACTGGAATCGGCAGCAAAGG

Pgs-GG3 AGCGTGGGTCTCGTCTTCACTCCATCCACTCCAAGCTC

Pps-GG3 TTCAGAGGTCTCTAAGACTTTGGAATCGGCAGCAAAGG

Pgs-GG4 AGCGTGGGTCTCGAGTCCTTTCCATCCACTCCAAGCTC

Pps-GG4 TTCAGAGGTCTCTGACTACATGGAATCGGCAGCAAAGG

Pgs-GGR AGCGTGGGTCTCGACCGACGCGTATCCATCCACTCCAAGCTC

El-6aF CGCATGTCATCGTCGACACCGGCAGCCAAGCCAGCA

El-6aR GTGTCGACGATGACATGCGGTTTTAGAGCTAGAAAT

E2-6bF GATGAACAACAGAACAACACAACACAAGCGGCAGC

E2-6bR TGTTGTTCTGTTGTTCATCGTTTTAGAGCTAGAAAT

E3-6aF GGATATTTATTGTGCAGTAACGGCAGCCAAGCCAGCA

E3-6aR TTACTGCACAATAAATATCCGTTTTAGAGCTAGAAAT

E4-6bF AAGAAACTGCTCCTTAAGTCAACACAAGCGGCAGC

E4-6bR ACTTAAGGAGCAGTTTCTTGTTTTAGAGCTAGAAAT

wxF GAGATCCACCGATGGTTTACG 5t R AR
wxR ACATGGTGGTTGTCTAGCTGTTG

HPTF ATTTGTGTACGCCCGACAGT

HPTR GTGCTTGACATTGGGGAGTT

EFla-F TTTCACTCTTGGTGTGAAGCAGAT ko
EFlo-R GACTTCCTTCACGATTTCATCGTAA

wxreF ATCGACGGGTATGACACGC

wxreR GTGAGCCGCATGATGTTGTC

1.2 FwrRelE
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H bR icHhis B8, hiEs 14 d, BUKREFRL,
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SRR G AT I e SR ARAG 25—k ¢cDNA; UL cDNA
AR , EF 1o 3 5 A TR 2 BE LR 4 26 6 1
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Start code ATG, +1

::::FME

EI:GGTGTCGACGATGACATGCGGGG —1433~-1411 ( Reverse ) ‘

PAM

IL
"

E4:GACTTAAGGAGCAGTTTCTTGGG-315~-293 ( Reverse )
PAM

PAM

E2:GTGTTGTTCTGTTGTTCATCAGG-1198~-1176 ( Forward )

E3:TTACTGCACAATAAATATCCTGG-361~-339 ( Reverse )
PAM

EI~E4: 4 PMHUGE; [I: 5'UTR; B il AN =2 : a7 —— WA T
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BaFIS5HERR

B 1
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Fig.1 Target sequences and target sites information
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Fig.2 PCR result of transgenic lines
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Table 2 Results of mutation analysis of L2-L7

33 El #24 E2 85 E3 #L4 E4 8,5
Line E1 target sequence E2 target sequence E3 target sequence E4 target sequence

1B CCCCGCATGTCATCGTCGACACC GTGTTGTTCTGTTGTTCATCAGG CCAGGATATTTATTGTGCAGTAA CCCAAGAAACTGCTCCTTAAGTC
L2 CCCCGC-TGTCATCGTCGACACC  GTGTTGTTCTGT--- - - ATCAGG CCAGG--ATTTATTGTGCAGTAA  CCCAAG- tCTGCTCCTTAAGTC
L3 CCCCGCA- -TCATCGTCGACACC GTGTTGTTICTGTT----ATCAGG CCAGG- -ATTTATTGTGCAGTAA  CCCAAG------- TCCTTAAGTC
L4 CCCCGC-TGTCATCGTCGACACC GTGTTGTTCTGTTGTTCATCAGG CCAGGATATTTATTGTGCAGTAA CCCA--AAACTGCTCCTTAAGTC
L5 CCCCGCA- -TCATCGTCGACACC  GTGTTGTTCTGTT----ATCAGG CCAGG--ATTTATTGTGCAGTAA  CCCAAG------- TCCTTAAGTC
L6 CCCCGC-TGTCATCGTCGACACC GTIGTTGTTCTIGTTG- - -ATCAGG CCAGG- -ATTTATTGTGCAGTAA CCCAAG--ACTGCTCCTTAAGTC
L7 CCCCGC-TGTCATCGTCGACACC GTGTTGTTCTGTTGT--ATCAGG CCAGGA-ATTTATTGTGCAGTAA  CCCAAG------- TCCTTAAGTC
INEFREFRIR AR AGRE , - FRIRAEGE , T I

Lowercase letters indicate inserted base, - indicates delataion of nucleotide from corresponding site, the same as below

E1
JB -1449 CGTGCGGGCCAGCGTACGCCTGCGTGCCCCGCATGTCATCGTCGACACCGGCCGGGGACCGGGTAAAATGTGTTGCGGGAGGGAGAGGGGGAGAGAGAGATCGCGCGE —1341
L1 CGTGCGGGCCAGCGTACGCCTGCGTGCCCCGC--GTCATCGTCGACACCGGCCGGGGACCGGGTAAAATGTGTTGCGGGAGGGAGAGGGGGAGAGAGAGATCGCGCGE
L8 CGTGCGGGCCAGCGTACGCCTGCGTGCCCCGCA-—-————————— -- ittt -
L9 CGTGCGGGCCAGCGTACGCCTGCGTGCCCCGC--GTCATCGTCGACACCGGCCGGGGACCGGGTAAAATGTGTTGCGGGAGGGAGAGGGGGAGAGAGAGATCGCGCGE

JB  -1340 GCTTCACGCAACGGCGCTACAAATAGCCACCCACACCACCACCCCCTCTCTCACCATTCCTTCAGTTCTTTGTCTATCTCAAGACACAAATAACTGCAGTCTCTCTCT -1232

L1 GCTTCACGCAACGGCGCTACAAATAGCCACCCACACCACCACCCCCTCTCTCACCATTCCTTCAGTTCTTTGTCTATCTCAAGACACAAATAACTGCAGTCTCTCTCT
e ————
L9 GCTTGACGCAACGGCGCTACAAATAGCCACCCACACCACCACCCCCTCTCTCACCATTCCTTCAGTTCTTTGTCTATCTCAAGACACAAATAACTGCAGTCTCTCTCT
E2
JB  -1231 GTCTCTCTCTCTCTGCTTCACTTCTCTGCTTGTGTTGTTCTGTTGTTCATCAGGAAGAACATCTGCAAGGTATACATATATGTTTATAATTCTTTGTTTCCCCTCTTA ~1123
L1 CTCTCTCTCTCTCTGCTTCACTTCTCTGCTTGTGTTGTTCTGTTGTTCATCAGGAAGAACATCTGCAAGGTATACATATATGTTTATAATTCTTTGTTTCCCCTCTTA
L8 -—- B —————— ATCAGGAAGAACATCTGCAAGGTATACATATATGTTTATAATTCTTTGTTTCCCCTCTTA
L9 CTCTCTCTCTCTCTECTTCACTTCTCTRCTTETAT TAT TCT T~ ————— === == == == == == = =~ o o e
JB  -1122 TTCAGATCGATCACATGCATCTTTCAGTGCTCATTTTTCCTTACAAATAGTCTCATACATGCTAATTTCTGTAAGGTGTTGGGCTGGAAATTAATTAATTAATTAATT ~1014
L1 TTCAGATCGATCACATGCATCTTTCAGTGCTCGTTTTTCCTTACAAATAGTCTCATACATGCTAATTTCTGTAAGGTGTTGGGCTGEAAATTAATTAATTAATTAATT
L8 TTCAGATCGATCACATGCATCTTTCAGTGCTCGTTTTTCCTTACAAATAGTCTCATACATGCTAATTTCTGTAAGGTGTTGGGCTGGAAATTAATTAATTAATTAATT
LD e e

JB  -1013 TAATTGACTTGCCAAGATCCATATATATGTCCTGATATTAAATCTTCGTTCGTTATGTTTGGTTAGGCTGATCGATGTTATTCTAGAGTCTAGAGAAACATACCCAGG -905

L TAATTGACTTGCCAAGATCCATATATATGTCCTGATATTAAATCTTGGTTCGTTATGTTTGGTTAGGCTGATCGATGTTATTCTAGAGTCTAGAGAAACATACCCAGG
L8 TAATTGACTTGCCAAGATCCATATATATGTCCTGATATTAAATCTTCGTTCGTTATGTTTGGTTAGGCTGATCGATGTTATTCTAGAGTCTAGAGAAACATACCCAGG
LD e e

JB —904 GGTTTTCCAGCTAGCTCCACAAGATGGTGGGCTAGCTGACCTAGATTTAAGTCTCACTCTTTCTAATTATTTGATATTAGATCATTTTCTAATATTTGCGTCTTTTTT -796

L1 GGTTTTCCAGCTAGCTCCACAAGATGGTGGGCTAGCTGACCTAGATTTAAGTCTCACTCTTTCTAATTATTTGATATTAGATCATTTTCTAATATTTGCGTCTTTTTT
L8 GGTTTTCCAGCTAGCTCCACAAGATGGTGGGCTAGCTGACCTAGATTTAAGTCTCACTCTTTCTAATTATTTGATATTAGATCATTTTCTAATATTTGCGTCTTTTTT
L9 —- R B e

JB ~795 TATTCTAGAGTCTAGATCTTGTGTTCAACTCTCGTTAAATCATGTCTCTCGCCACTGGAGAAACAGATCAGGAGGGTTTATTTTGGGTATAGGTCAAAGCTAAGATTG -687

L1 TATTGTAGAGTCTAGATCTTGTGTTCAACTCTCGTTAAATCATGTCTCTCGCCACTGGAGAAACAGATCAGGAGGGTTTATTTTGGGTATAGGTCAAAGCTAAGATTG
L8 TATTGTAGAGTCTAGATCTTGTGTTCAACTCTCGTTAAATCATGTCTCTCGCCACTGGAGAAACAGATCAGGAGGGTTTATTTTGGETATAGGTCAAAGCTAAGATTG
R

JB -686 AAATTCACAAATAGTAAAATCAGAATCCAACCAATTTTAGTAGCCGAGTTGGTCAAAGGAAAATGTATATAGCTAGATTTATTGTTTTGGCAAAAAAAAATCTGAATA -578

L1 AAATTCACAAATAGTAAAATCAGAATCCAACCAATTTTAGTAGCCGAGTTGGTCAAAGGAAAATGTATATAGCTAGATTTATTGTTTTGGCAAAAAAAAATCTGAATA
L8 AAATTCGACAAATAGTAAAATCAGAATCCAACCAATTTTAGTAGCCGAGTTGGTCAAAGGAAAATGTATATAGE——==—========—=m—mmmmmm -
LD s

JB 577 TGCAAAATACTTGTATATCTTTGTATTAAGAAGATGAAAATAAGTAGCAGAAAATTAAAAAATGGATTATATTTCCTGGGCTAAAAGAATTGTTGATTTGGCACAATT —469
L1 TGCAAAATACTTGTATATCTTTGTATTAAGAAGATGAAAATAAGTAGCAGAAAATTAAAAAATGGATTATATTTCCTGGGCTAAAAGAATTGTTGATTTGGCACAATT
L8 —- e
L9 e o

JB -468 AAATTCAGTGTCAAGGCTTTGTGCAAGAATTCAGTGTGAAGGAATAGATTCTCTTCAAAACAATTTAATCATTCATCTGATCTGCTCAAAGCTCTGTGCATCTCCGGG —340

L1 AAATTCAGTGTCAAGGCTTTGTGCAAGAATTCAGTGTGAAGGAATAGATTCTCTTCAAAACAATTTAATCATTCATCTGATCTGCTCAAAGCTCTGTGCATCTCCGGE
L8 e B Rt
L9 e e e L L L EE L L e e e e e e
E3 E4
JB -359 TGCAACGGCCAGGATATTTATTGTGCAGTAAAAAAATGTCATATCCCCTAGCCACCCAAGAAACTGCTCCTTAAGTCCTTATAAGCACATATGGCATTGTAATATATA —251
L1 TGCAACGGCCAGGA-————————— == - oo — - AA-AAACTGCTCCTTAAGTCCTTATAAGCACATATGGCATTGTAATATATA
L8 —— ———— e e e e e e aatggaaaaacctcaccctctegtacctGTCCTTATAAGCACATATGGCATTGTAATATATA
LY o AAACTGCTCCTTAAGTCCTTATAAGCACATATGGCATTGTAATATATA

PR 5° UTR, FRIZF R ST
The shadow indicates 5' UTR, the underscore indicates the target sequence

B3 L1.L8# L9 KWFFILLITER
Fig.3 Sequence alignment of L1, L.8 and L9
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Fig.4 Expression analysis of Wx gene
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