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Abstract: microRNAs (miRNA) are a class of non-coding small RNAs and important regulators of develop-
ment and stress responses in plants. Populus trichocarpa MIR171 gene family is an old gene family which consists of
14 members. In this paper, the duplication, expression patterns, promoters, and target genes of ptc-MIR171 gene
family were analyzed. The results showed that pte-MIR171 gene family expanded mainly through large-scale duplica-
tion 48-54 million years ago (MYA) and the expression patterns and functions had diversified. The pte-MIR171
gene family involved in complex regulation of development,light responsiveness,and photomorphogenesis by regula-
ting GRAS transcription factors and signal transduction proteins.
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HIELE (fip://mirbase. org/pub/mirbase/19/) , 7 /)N
756 & ( Physcomitrella patens) FE Z B T 2 4~
MIR171 3£ ; B4 MIR171 FEH R4 14 4
WG, AR T35 R (Malus domestica) B 15 1~
B AR5 ( Glycine max) 1) 21 R 01, A& L BEKHY
miRNA JER K . RSF miRNA 5 PR 506 78 A [ g
Py iy T BB RS 0 ER DR 20 43 A 1 25 5, T RE R
DR ) S I R R B s % 28 S T A # AN [m) A
PAEFY UL MIR171 R 50 76 B 57 v vl g
T T B2 2R P R 2%

BR MIR171 K& R G806 22 1 ) ik Ak il 7, 4K
TG R % 2 [6] 1 B B8 Jr A A 0, H R R WL R R 5T
ABFFEHT T BR A MIR1TL B R 5Kk =
IR ] [R] N2 5 2H R KT 2 A 3145
A PR 4 A 6 HE G0 1l B4 1) Bl e 43 A 2R 4T 1 F
75, LI B R MIR171 B H KR Ak DhaE
HAES> T8 b 4 0 28 B

1 MRl57EE

1.1 FeEAEwSEREEEKXST

M miRBase %% #E J% (ftp://mirbase. org/pub/
mirbase/19/) FARHL pte-MIR171 &K ZK % 7 51, LA
FASTA #% 30 42 28 Phytozome % #i E (www. phyto-
zome. net) & FA47 I K 21 B4 ( Populus trichocarpa v3
dataset) , 2 Blast HXF ARG @ (& (i (5 8, [ —
FIEIIAS 7] miRNA A7 F [7] — BORH 408 14 & P i) X ek
(intergenic region) , M| 3X 46 miRNA JE A & R A2
(tandem duplication) F7=#"* , B miRNA 3£ [ F
e 10 AR BTt B, 5 B SR A i IR 2 e e
HH A A P 2 i R DR (3L 41335 A4) 34T BLASTP
Fext, ARBOCH e A3l A R ICHCSE 35 E <0. 001, #5
2 > miR171 BG4 _E T U 1 BB D oAy
13RI S fe AR A FRILHEC, IX 2L miRNA A 4
AR K B 52 (segmental duplication) YF=4H)"
L2 EREEREGEE

X ARG B b QR 51 A EE 1 B 2 B R Clustal
X AT REERRF 90 LT, SR 5 DL B 7 4] LX) 45
KRS AT 45751 (CDS, coding sequence ) L
X, {#i F KaKs_Calculator BAEP R YN BitE
PP [F) SR (Ks) o A Ks > 2.0 A7 7 10 Al
PG HORT 2.0 1 Ks (HI&F, b iy r 1y
Ks (B T RAE IS 8] (D) , 50560 : D = Ks/
28, Horh E FoR 03 TR, b 55y 1t
I 4 5R A0 L AR WA AN 1 8 AR KA

SR IF Y 1765 MR IT 0 E (50 1.5 x 108
o/ 1) SR A7 /4E B B E DR 2.5 x
10 77 Brf/ [] SO 1/ 4F
1.3 REREHHGE

B MIR1T1 2 [ K751 24T MUSCLE
FEXF, L 45 4 A 51 MEGAS R, SR FH 4R 4 1%
F KA R G R B, SR A i 46 40 ok
TR, A AE N 1000,
1.4 BIFHH

HH X. Cui 2" 7 Phytozome 4 2 2
B pte-MIR171 B[R 5¢0E BRI 87590, #4315
B 8l F 5 $2 38 PlantCARE ( http : //bioinformat-
ics. psb. ugent. be/webtools/plantcare/html/ ) , 53 #7 H:
T AR DT
1.5 RikHH
1.5.1 ET/HRNA SEENFHRESH N
J. R. Puzey %' X B A 4 FOASRIRE S (IF R AR
HE MU A AT TR A ZH40) B9/ RNA (i &=
4t 5 89 AR %08 (hitp ./ /www. plosone. org/article/
info% 3Adoi% 2F10. 1371% 2Fjournal. pone. 0033034 )
AR MIR171 B PR G5 A 5% D il Py i 8, 847
KA BRI R O R iA R = IRUR R
5 R ZH VTP ) B x 10°,
1.5.2 BT EST WRESH TR MIRITI
FE PR AT 51458 NCBL 5 & 4% EST HdiE k47
blast HoXf, ¥ R F ) EST 5 miRNA Ve 35 %N
100% AL >95% WCRCTr30A Plus/Plus, E {f <
10" MVE A% miRNA (235551,
1.6 ERERTM

B MIR1T71 N F AL R TR ] psR-
NATarget ( http://plantgrn. noble. org/psRNATarget/
#) % miRNA 2T 5238 psRNATarget , #5E H 48
RYL [ % B M Populus trichocarpa transcript ( phyto-
zome v8. 0, genome V3. 0,internal number 210) , S
VoL NN

2 FHRE5HMH

2.1 $EEEMASERGEEXSH

SRR Phytozome YR EHE pte-MIR171 R
PR ) e o A o, HE 25 &l 1 BT R, pte-
MIR171 FEH 515 14 A 1 51 H A pte-MIR171m Al
pte-MIR171n #5340 , oAy 12 S BB A o A F
9 Syeafhrh, pte-MIR171m F pte-MIR171n #H &
2 4039 bp, {3 F*[R]— & PRI [ X5k, — 3% 440 ol AR B
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Fig.1 Chromosomal location of the ptc-MIR171 gene family
®1 KFREESHHEMESER
Table 1 Estimation of the date for large-scale duplication events
A 1 B R X WL <3 25 1 o P - Ks Ks bR fEHEI TR (MYA)
Duplicated pairs Conserved flanking protein-coding genes Mean Ks SD Ks Date
pte-MIR171g 5 pte-MIR 171h 14 0. 269460917 0. 036707391 53.89
pte-MIR 171¢ 5 pte-MIR 171d 11 0.240711889 0. 030718037 48. 14
pte-MIR 1711 5 pte-MIR 171m/n 11 0.254037125 0. 045884392 50. 81
pte-MIR 171 5 pte-MIR 171k 9 0.261116857 0. 050553738 52.22
pte-MIR 171a 5 pte-MIR 171b 9 0. 257264286 0. 059245095 51.45
pte-MIR171h 5 pte-MIR171e 1 - — _
pte-MIR171i 5 pte-MIR171f 1 - - -

- WUFLOR Y 2 SR BN 1, SRR EAT (538 I ] A 7

— :There was only one conserved flanking protein-coding gene within the duplicated region,so the date was not estimated. MYA ;million years ago

2.2 EFEGEEEGE

XIS AR SF 2 BT AR L BOR T 4 19 5 XA S
PEAT TABHG IG5 SRR 1 fran 5 G
SEPE A BT T R R AT 48 ~54 1
JT4EHT (MYA | million years ago) , 13X — s [6] 5474
TEHEAL I 7 v B ) — IR R 21 B A = ——
WIEL &2 7 (salicoid duplication event ) Hb % %
P FTRA X s et K B B A2 AR R T A MR
R —EB )
2.3 Rtz

SR I 1 AN e KA SRR AG 2 pre-MIR171 2
PRI ZR GE AL, A BB 24 6 % Kimura 2-pa-
rameter, ﬁﬁ‘jf/zt*@%E‘Jﬁ{%*ﬁ%ﬂ‘zﬁ*@%j—(#ﬁ ,
H IR £04 bootstrap H K T 70, Ui B i & R 4t
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Fig.2 A phylogenetic tree of the MIR171 gene family in

P. trichocarpa constructed with max-likelihood methods
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(1) pte-MIR171g 5 pte-MIR171h , pte-MIR171¢
5 pte-MIR171d , pte-MIR1711 5 pte-MIR171m/n | pte-
MIR171j 5 pte-MIR171k 76346 B} o b T [7] — 43 A%
(branches) , HLEF RS 325G , 1 3 DA A% 384 452 = 43 By 32 B
ICREFL RS F AR R A B B A A e, ELAR 34 1)
IFIA] 734230 (48 ~ 54 MYA) , BT AP 23 B 9 25
B Wi T A pte-MIR171 3 K 5 5 MR A8
IR EE 2 5, e S o R e

(2) pte-MIR171m 1 pte-MIR171n 7E BEAL A
Ay KRR B A8, T pte-MIR 1711 5 pte-MIR 171m/n

A 55 5% P LA S 4% i pL ] 5 28 1 o 2
P — 2 B pre-MIR171 R 5 W i 5 19 |
I 2000 bp FF#32 PlantCARE #E47 I 8 F o443
My, 459403 2 7R, pte-MIR171 JE K K 51 1

Wt BAT CAAT-box . TATA-box %5 5 8l F A 04
Vi X 2 B 51 AT RE AP HA FRATEYE . (HARRIAL B S
i XA TR 22 55, AN . KA R il i
Juff TCA-element , -1 N TCA4 MBS | 5 7% 1R 1 o7
Juf ABRE 6 R TG4 G-box 45 WAL AF £ T 38 4
BB R 3 F X, BEHH B R MIR171 3% R 5 A

SR B A B4, BB pre-MIR171m 5 pre-  #kJ7at EE M BUAME, IR B R R R 5
MIR171n HRERHE & G50 AR I [A] R T pte-MIR 1711 Hiaihan OUE 55 5 50 S8 A A W) A4 3
5 pte-MIR 171m/n Z Y EER R BEHE AR

*2 EHEH MIRIT1 EFE KRR 5 B3 F P oIR1E AT

Table 2 The cis-acting elements in promoters of the ptc-MIR171 gene family

AR e MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MIR MR
cis-acting elements  171a 171b  171¢  171d  17le  171f  171g  171h  171i  171j 171k 1711 17lm  171n
CAAT-box 2 v v vV 2 vV v vV v v v 2 v vV
TATA-box \ \ vV v 2 v vV v \ vV v \ v Y
TCA-element 2 vV vV 2 vV vV v vV vV vV Y
MBS 2 2 v vV v vV

ABRE v vV v 2 vV

AE-box 2 2 v v 2 v v vV \ v VvV
CATT-motif Vv vV vV vV vV

Spl vV vV v v 2 2

TCCC-motif Vv Vv vV vV

TCT-motif Vv Vv vV vV

G-Box vV v v 2 v v 2

CAAT-box : i3 3l 738 I TG ; TATA-box ; ¥% ¢ 46 4 L1i7-30bp #% .0 JCAF ; TCA-element : KA BRI N TG ; MBS : MYB R 745 G i, 2 T 5
5% ; ABRE : JBL P& B 1A N IG5 AE-box . CATT-motif ,Spl , TCCC-motif , TCT-motif . G-Box 34 4 Y60 i L4

CAAT-box: Common cis-acting element in promoter, TATA-box: Core promoter element around-30 of transcription start, TCA-element: cis-acting element

involved in salicylic acid responsiveness, MBS; MYB binding site involved in drought-inducibility, ABRE; cis-acting element involved in the abscisic acid

responsiveness. AE-box, CATT-motif , Spl , TCCC-motif , TCT-motif,and G-Box: cis-acting regulatory element involved in light responsiveness

2.5 REHH

AU 7y RNA 5 38 52 00 75 8040 o 0 B 2R
MIR171 RN 51 2 R IR HF e v, 45 2R & 3 i
7No HIE 3 AT A pte-miR171/m/n IR iE PER
JCHAEIR AL A MTX A5 P Rk | Y i s  1E
A H A B R A9 2R 3K 1T pte-miR171a/b | pte-
miR171e/f TEIRA AL S P B A R s Rk &, 7E 0
AR BES . MTX b 38 AR K OF 3% 3K pre-
miR171¢/d %%L%ﬁﬂ(?&ﬁ eI R g A
R B ik, X EEgE R R R MIR1T1 Z5 K

RERE T RO LB TRARBRERN b, 53565
H B (pe-miR171g/h/i/j/k ) 7E 3K BERE i i A K
ﬂﬂiﬂi%ﬂs AT RE SR TR AIG , 338 72 HoAth

SURER R TR,

ZHWRIUK I 1 4% EST F415 pte-MIR1711 Pt
Bt HOF %1 5 o BU8T77883. 1, 3K & H 4 4k 4 41
cDNA SCPE . HARHE R 5 i A AR $R B VE BL Y EST
JFal, X 5/ RNA & i & W 7 28 H opte-
MIR1711/m/n #E 46 T 25 48 TR G FE i i s AKOF 2%
LAY
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3 ER#H MIRI71 EERER R RIXER
Fig. 3 The expression patterns of the
ptc-MIR171 gene family

2.6 IMERESH

T MIR171 R G005 L7 91 L X 25 3
7N, 14 A TGN U 17 A AT 51 (pte-
MIR171a pte-MIR171g pte-MIR171h &4 2 4% B34
FEO) AL 6 AR B SUTE T A TP 51 v o8 4 — 3L
(&l 4), pte-MIR171a-3p/b . pte-MIR171c/d . pte-
MIR1711/m/n | pte-MIR171e/f/g-3p/h-3p/i ) 1 2
FE 41 58 4x—%, 1 pte-MIR171g-5p/h-5p AU A ikl 2
1 A0 FE, pte-MIR171j/k A A g 2 A% R 47 ¥
5]

ptc-miR171h-3p :
ptc-miR171i
ptc-miR171g-3p :
ptc-miR171f

-miR171c
-miR171d
-miR1717j
ptc-miR171k
E -miR171la-3p :
ptc-miR171b
ptc-miR1711
ptc-miR171m
-miR171n :
-miR171g-5p :
ptc-miR171h-5p :
ptc-miR171la-5p : GG

G G AU

B4 EF#5 MIR171 £ E R &K 55 51 b 3t

Fig.4 The alignment of ptc-miR171 mature sequences

TR MIR171 5 K K E R 2F 904778
2250 K T BOL R P 0 FE L B R BB AR TE 22 R
K FH psRNATarget Xf & 547 MIR171 R 515 (1 40
FEBE A MBS AIE T X — s (K 3) . B MIR171
LR G B 5 TR 32 B s S TR T RN 4 A 5 7
M, H GRAS #7024 MIR171
KW EEMWAEAIEE KN, pte-miR171a-3p/b,
pte-miR171e/f/g-3p/h-3p/i ., pte-miR171j/k 1) 5
Rl4 38 GRAS #% 5k K, pte-miR171¢/d 11 8 5
HEET 1A MYB #5376 Mafh
GRAS #%5% K+,

GRAS 5 PRI 5 & — JS 5 1 sk s I
T, CAMERHRRGREAEMYERKET
FOGES et p A EE e A Y, b
HIUEHE R GRAS RN K S5 T MY 5 ha i
R HET MIR171 %354 GRAS J [ 14 55 47)
JE45 B 48 3 RLM-5'RACE | [ 28 0 7 25 5 B 7
UG IT (Arabidopsis thaliana )™ 5 ( Populus eu-
phratica) " JKFEG (Oryza sativa L. ssp. Indica) "> H
(CER T

Ji4h, pte-miR171a-5p AYHE L Potri. 010G136100
Y5 GBOF-1( GenBank #5587 AADS6411. 1) AL
R, T GBOF-1 J&HB4: 7 ( Tulipa gesneriana) H B
A T 2 - R -2 DNA 45545 #4938 ( bHLH , bas-
ic helix-loop-helix DNA-binding domain ) B& iR %l G-
box JC F 1 &% s B F. 55 — 4~ W % A Po-
tri. 014G164000 W &= S Y OLE 5 M E N
i, SR I 5% 4 A 0 R DR A7 AR 22 5%,
B MIR171 5 PR G805 AN [A) B 5% % A= i 3% 2 1)
PR ZEEN B RS MIR1T71 LR KI5
ifie e g,

3 itie

5T 2 DIAEY) miRNA J K A] e U5 T 0 0 R
4 2 1) A2 ) m R DR AL H  BE ML 51 ) . miRNA
SN FE T 2N EE PR Yk
KA Bed 52 S I I R 475k 752 SR A%
BB A R 0, B MIR171 LN K5 AE 54
WIRLEE 52 S5 4 AH ST A ) ] P ek g i R B
EHINT 7 ARG BT GBI 1R R R R
T UG, Z G de e ke e . 3k UL I B A7 1 45 1
FHE Y MIR171 5 P 5% B b1 R R AT B 2 3 A
— 3,
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Table 3 The predicted targets of ptc-MIR171 gene family

LRNA HOEL K T hg HUILH (1553)
Target functions Target genes ( score)
pte-miR171a-5p bHLH ZR 1555 56 K Potri. 010G136100(2. 5)
AP2 GBS+ Potri. 013G056700(3)
NPH3 FJENIE S5 S E A Potri. 014G164000(3)
pte-miR171a3p/b GRAS 52N T Potri. 005G125800( 1) ; Potri. 005G175300( 1. 5) ; Potri. 014G060200(1.5) ;
Potri. 014G060500 ( 1. 5) ; Potri. 001G122800 ( 1. 5) ; Potri. 002G144200 (1. 5) ;
Potri. 002G144700(1. 5)
pte-miR171¢/d GRAS 52T Potri. 0146060200 ( 1) ; Potri. 014G060500 ( 1) ; Potri. 001G122800(1) ;
Potri. 002G144200( 1) ; Potri. 002G144700( 1) ; Potri. 005G125800(3)
MYB ¥ 5%+ Potri. 001G118800(2. 5)
pte-miR171e/1/g-3p/h-3p/i GRAS 3¢ T Potri. 0146060200 (0. 5) ; Potri. 014G060500 (0. 5) ; Potri. 001G122800 (0. 5) ;
Potri. 002G144200(0. 5) ; Potri. 002G144700(0. 5) ; Potri. 005G125800(1) ;
Potri. 007G029200(2)
pte-miR171g-5p/h-5p Na * B& 35 16 1 Potri. 014G178000(3)
pte-miR171g-5p 2o G IR IR R T Potri. 005G134400(3)
pte-miR171j/k GRAS #%3¢ A7 Potri. 014G060200(2 ) ; Potri. 014G060500 (2 ) ; Potri. 001G122800(2) ;
Potri. 002G144200(2 ) ; Potri. 002G144700(2)
pte-miR171k GRAS 5: 5 H+ Potri. 005G125800(3)
MYB ¥ 5K+ Potri. 001G118800(3)
FEHS PR EA Potri. T077500(3) ; Potri. 019G069600 (3 )
pte-miR1711/m/n GRAS ¥ [H 1 Potri. 005G175300(2)

BEARIELE-4-BEER -5 -

Potri. 008G128800(3)

1-Z Bk Hh-3 - R L S5 o Potd. 006G055000(3)

FLW) miRNA JE R 28 7 4 e 19 7 A 50
T2 PRSFIY miRNA PR 5 78 JF 10 2o i v b 2
AR WAL B A9 miRNA 3 AR T2 A
TEER IR LS Rkl A AR
(8 — 2 WA I TR HFE RS | o A R P i) 3 [ i i 4 e
B RGP e A B T e Ak
( nonfunctionalization ) | 37 3J fig 4t ( neofunctionaliza-
tion) . . 3 GE 1k ( subfunctionalization ) %5 A [6] ) A
N T/ SRR U S ae .SV N = B R Al 1o
R MR, BB A MIR171 FE N RIGAE R B T7
K AR EE &I TR R A
8 R 2 MIR171 36 MR 45 i A 7E T
A EEREA (P. euphratica)) M H B R IA AR fb
SRR X ARSI T R

pte-miR171V/m/n 78 2 Fl 41 21 ( 3= 2= A8 5y
AR h BT B B R IR K AT RE R 5 B
IR, TEZ2 DA R IE 31 X R B2 A6
NETCHF, W] MIR171 58 KX B 2R A7 65 5 7% 2
LS RAREH ., B MIR171 &

AL E B N F ARG S &N, Hia
5 7 4~ GRAS ¥ 5% ., GRAS ¥ 5t T e/
KEBIOLESHSOEPHAAEZEMN, 025
T BT 0 N 2 B R A 25 SR 5 R 3h 74y
Mras Bas &0, T AL BB R4 MIR171 £ 8 1
TR AR AT T IR, W St — 20 i
by 7 2 53 PR SO 5 i S AR R 6, R
TR MIR171 B FAEMYICE 5 e S ADLE A g
BCAE I R R A R S AR

Zi LTk MIR171 SR G B R A h AT e &
VR IR A, X FL D R At — 20 R A5
HAEER L, HP pte-MIR1711/m/n K H A8 1)
GRAS # HFIUH A B RN E,

S E 3k
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