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Classification and Distribution of Azadirachta: A Review

PENG Xing-min WU Jiang-chong ZHENG Yixing ZHANG Yan-ping
( Research Institute of Resource Insects Chinese Academy of Forestry Kunming 650224)

Abstract: Azadirachta A. Juss. a member of the Meliaceae and a typical of vegetation in Indo-Malesian region
can be found in 80 different countries of the world ( including both natural stands and plantations) . Azadirachta
widely used and accepted have been clustered into Melia 1. now. Because they are related to and resembling the
Antelaea Azedarach and Trichilia in Meliaceae there is considerable controversy concerning the attribution about
Genus and Family. Now there are about five genera and eleven species with a formal description of a system. This

paper reviewed the present conditions and problems of system classification of Azadirachta and summarized the ori—

gins and distribution of Azadirachta plants of the world.
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Table 1 Morphological characters among Azadirachta spp.
Morphological A. excelsa A. siamensis A. indica
characters
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Table 2 Neem seed sources described-the International Neem Network
(m) ( mm) ()
Seed source number Lat. Long. Alt. Mean annual Dry season Time of collection
rainfall
01/BGD/Naz 22°38°N 91°44°F, 15 ~25 2800 94 5-6
02/BGD/Cha 24°41°N 87°54°E 17 1540 103 64
03 /IND/Man 26°18°N 73°01° E 224 373 9-6 64
04 /IND/Chi 14°02°N 76°04°E, 615 417 3-6 64
05/IND/All 25°28°N 81°54°E 320 910 3-6 67
06/IND/Ann 11°17°N 77°07°E 360 875 3-6 67
07 /IND/Gha 13°22°N 77°34°E 950 741 3-6 7
08 /IND/Sag 21°51°N 78°45°E 527 1405 3-6 67
09/IND/Bal 19°51°N 79°25°E 250 1000 4-6 67
10/IND/Ram 19°05°N 83°49°E 250 1100 3-6 6
11/LAO/Vie 18°00°N 102°45°E 180 1540 113 45
12/MYA/Yez 19°51°'N 96°16°E 100 1269 115 59
13/MYA/Mye 22°03°N 95°13°E 76 809 114 549
14 /NEP/Lam 27°52°N 82°31°E 350 ~440 1500 115 549
15/NEP/Get 28°46°N 80°34°E 170 1725 114 549
16 /PAK/Tib 28°24°N 70°18°E 115 140 4-6 102 67
17 /PAK/Mul 30°11°'N 71°29°E > 150 276 102 64
18 /SRL/Kul 7°8°N 80°0°E - 1397 12738 7
19/THA /Tun 09°09° N 99°07°E 4 1755 14 34
20/THA /Non 14°05°N 99°40°E 40 1145 113 34
21/THA/Bo 16°17°N 103°35°E 150 1400 104 34
22 /THA /Doi 17°57°N 98°41°E 300 1250 114 34
23/GHA /Sun 07°21°N 02°21°W 950 ~ 1000 1270 ~ 1400 123 6-8
24 /SEN/Ban 14°30°N 17°02°W 50 436 10-6 8
25/TAN/Cha 06°20°S 35°50°E 1030 475 - 3
( . )
2
" Schmutterer * N
o N ° 80
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Fig.2 Worldwide distribution of A. excelsa
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