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Textual Research and Standardization
of Chinese Name of Broomcorn Millet

WANG Xing-yu, WANG Lun, WEN {i-fen
( Institute of Germplasm R yShenxi Academy of Agricultural Sciencea, Taiyuan 030031}

Abstract; Broeomeorn millet which originated from China is the oldest erop, and its Chinese name is called
“shuji”. The glutinous is called “ shu” , and the non-glutinous is called“ji” , which is not glutinous. The Chinese
name of broomeotn milles is not unified for a long time. Specially, there is much debate about the name of “ji” in
agricultural history,and it is difficult 1o be a last word. The article mtroduced the erigin and evolution, the cytology
and genetics study of broomcorn millet, and as the oldest domesticated crop,and the relative recordation about the
broomeotn millet in Chinese oracle and ancient agricultural books. All of the abeve demonstrated that the origin of
hroomeorn millet was earlier than villet{ Chinese name is “su” ) ,but the *ji" was different from the “an”. Also it
was pomted out that broomcem millet was called “ruanmi” , " yingmi” , " mishu” ,* mizi” ,“shuzi” and other differ-
ent names was unadvisable ,and the standard name of broomeormn millet shonld be *shuji”.
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