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Abstract; In order to explore the regulation mechanism of flowering, the flowering-related CONSTANS gene,
designated as PyCO ( GenBank accession number: KF246572) , was isolated from Pyrus pyrifolia Nakai by homolo-
gous cloning strategy. Sequence analysis revealed that the full-length ¢cDNA sequence of PyCO was 1023 bp and en-
coded 340 amino acids,, molecular weight and isoelectric point of the protein was 37. 81 kD and 5. 95, respectively.
The sequence of PyCO protein contained B-box and CCT domain which were the typical structure characteristics of
CO family in plants. According to the phylogenetic analysis of CO genes,deduced amino acid of PyCO gene demon-
strated high homology with MdCO (93% ) ,and more than 70% homologous with that of Prunus persica , Theobroma
cacao , and Fragaria vesca. In the end ,the fusion protein was produced at a high level by prokaryotic expression and
then 58.5 kD protein was obtained. This study would provide a foundation for further discussion of the flowering
mechanism of pear.
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(FT) ER, MIEHE SOCT FEH mRNA T 24
FEAEL10) BFS [R I 38 8 B0 €O HE R #E 1 mRNA
S B R Yk B — A, AT
BN TFL LFY 23K IEHRNEE" . o HEH
MY AL R BB N F 22—, MY I
R L BA RS, IR IT CO JER T Reit oY
T, co WM R TR AR
[ — L8 5 €O B, W42 4= 48 PnCO D HI S
N BnCO N ABLRIIT co S8 AR MR, AT LUAE co
AR K B BRI A FE R (0 B 5K 2 F) OE W K
L0 AR €O N B & AE LR Y A5 B 5
W, HIER 7 91 Rl 5 AR B8 465 A 3l R A 32 7 A5 5
DX 35 A AR R 18 R R 3 R AR A5 3R A7 [R] U7 1) v
REFRAIL T HE Bl

CO FENAERI Y IF P8 ¥ p A BB, (2
FERLJE AL W) P ok WA SE R, SO IR o R TE
AU TFAE R B, AR5 ) ) V6 e 37 o o 325 a0t
T TR CO BN 4K cDNA AR 70 85, X He gk
FRRAE AT A0 M, D FF SR Bk STk, 6 KT 1T
BL21(DE3) i fr ik, W R CO FHHM
HEAL T RE AN AL A 45 BB B8 e SE A, [ B SR 46 J A
P B BB AL T M B L R U

1 M5

1.1 &+t

FEPIARE R F A 8 AR K 27 Je M B A B 5% 052 k]
WAL (Pyrus pyrifolia Nakai) MR, AR Uk,
-80 CIRFFEH,
1.2 FHik
1.2.1 #3E CONSTANS EE B =& F 5 &
W 51¥i% i3 % GenBank H3E F (AAC99310) |
Bk ( ACH73166 ) . #] A & ( EOY29267 ). H %%
(XP004291989 ) FlIHE AL ( ADW65758 ) B 51 ¥ 41 it
T, B84 Primer Premier 5.0, 1A= T.AEY)
TR (L) R A BRA B G R, HAEm 54 .5 -
ATTACATTGCAGCAGATTTC-3', J [ 31 ¥, 5'-
CGACCGATATTTACACCCAC-3', PCR J i 1M
94 CFEM: 3 min;94 CAFPE 30 5,55 CiRk 30 s,
72 CHEMH 1 min,30 MG ;72 °CHEMH 10 min, PCR
P2 Al Ak a3 32 pTZSTR/T 314K, 54k
KIGFFE DHSa, J7 5000 A= TAEY TR (L)
JRe 053 A7 PR W) 58 1

WALE RNA RIS H RAY TR (KE) A
A RNA $2 B3k 57 & TaKaRa MiniBEST Universal

RNA Extraction Kit ﬁé%:’f?iﬂ:?:j;cDNA A R S BN
1R 227 Fermentas 23 7} U 5% R85 & RevertAid™
Premium First Strand ¢DNA Synthesis Kit Pt 7
P17 .

1.2.2 3 CONSTANS £ FHRiZFREH 12
KA MAGC TP AL CONSTANS JE ) cDNA
KBTS I I I AL 5, 1B 1 51 %) :5"-CCG-
GAATTC ( EcoR I YJ 2 i) ATGGCATCGAAGCTCT-
GCG-3"FZ 01514 . 5'-CCCCTCGAG ( Xho I 157 1)
CTAAAACGACGGACGACGC-3', i EcoR1FI Xhol45>
FIEGTI R EE R PCR 738 7= ) Ml pET-32a( +)
BIREYE, & T4 DNA ML S ¥ AL 2 DHSa 1§
P, B pe RS ISR 5 i PCR DS DDA | 7%
A FRATS N pET32a( +)- PyCO, IF-45 Hh b %=
BL21(DE3) Bitk,

PR SR 2E G RIS, #5612 100 Y He A3 B2 21 Hr

Ry LB i FrFEr  LIZS ok B R AN IPTG
SR, 5952 0D, 4 0.6 ~ 1.0 I 235 IPTG &
2 E F 0. 10 mmol/L 0.5 mmol/L 1.0 mmol/L i
F0 h.4 h 18 h, HIME]ES.CIF W, B
1 mL B, 4000 r/min 2.0 WAL B K, T A SDS-
PAGE L REZZ ik 10 min DAL 20, ¥4 7K R
MM, 4 CHE, #EAT SDS-PAGE HLIK, %
D iE g,
1.2.3 #bE CONSTANS EEEMERFEDNA
% ORISR ZEA 5, H ORF Finder (http://
www. ncbi. nl m. nih. gov/gorf/gorf. html) 73 #¥1 PyCO
(T TR B HE 5 e AR AR 3 BT el Blast 204 23 B
(http://blast. ncbi. nl m. nih. gov/Blast. cgi) ; >&
Conserved Domains ( http ://www. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/
cdd) PEAT IR 57 45 M 000 M5 2 77 51 He 3 T2 B K
DNAMAN #ff:; 3R F MEGA 5.0 8 F# T R L
P 44 2 ;3 4 ExPASy (http://web. expasy. org/
protparam/ ) . CBS Fl NPS fz 55 #% - ) ProtParam .
PROSITE \,TM-HMM  SignalP 4. 1 ,GOR 4 5 F2 ¥ %}
fIbAL CONSTANS K& PR #E 47 BRAK 14 57 #1371 25 44 1Y
O3HT . AWETE A B R T 5 )k H GenBank
(http ://www. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/genbank ) ,

2 GRE5HMH

2.1 ®E CONSTANS EFEHRESSEBRF I
LT

PIDAL 5 RNA SO %1% cDNA AR A7

P18 k45 CONSTANS 3 Hl cDNA Bt & 1023 bp
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(1), Zifith 340 N~ EMR (F 2) . £ ORF Finder (bp)
F1 Blast 43 ¥7, fit 4 & PyCO, GenBank % 3% 5
A KF246572 2000
FH NCBI _E A% Conserved Domains F& % Wi % &5 1000 1023
. . - 1023
FI BT PR AT IXCER, & AP AL PyCO LRI & 5 1R )7 750
HIHA MR HEY) CO KRR, A 2 ¥ el
TRSFEY B-box M CCT 544 1, J& LAY (1) ¥ 46 4544 250
(Kl3),3&W] PyCO J& THa%) CO B A K T — 100
Gy, AT REXT SR T AL A A B
H ProtParam il &5 F1 # AL ML 5T, 45 S0, Py- M:DIL2000 DNA ladder; A : RT-PCR #1825 5 ;
N = R A 2k
CO #E %55 5. 95 AR 4 F i bk 2k 37. 81 kD, B: B PCR #2015
SN N RSN M :DL2000 DNA ladder,B:RT-PCR amplification result,
%Eé}¥iﬁj‘j C1634 H2580 N474 0521 SIQ ’ ’lé\JE?ﬁ/_{j P
5228 ﬁ%r‘ ﬁ){%ﬁ A Gl 47 J—_E%/TH‘ @%ﬁ A C: Detection results of PCR amplification
1 FH fn sp + Glu) . i} I
o 7 ; =( b )47, i ( j E1 B3 CONSTANS £EH RT-PCR
. i Ny M2 FE R N= X -
+LYS) 42,1/(%5 N;K*Lffﬁj‘j Met,#ﬁﬁﬁjﬁo h,T%m *ri%ﬁgﬁ%*ulilﬂﬁ PCR @ﬂﬂ'lé’p’i%
R =] == B 1 ke
TERBN 43. 84 RATEEH . IRFIRECN 72.59, Fig.1 The results of RT-PCR and PCR amplification
r J] > =N > ) = . .
SCEBIEK R - 0. 444 MDA GKPERR S A . of Pyrus pyrifolia CONSTANS gene
1 RTTACATTGCAGCAGATTTCGG TCATGOCATCGAAGCTCTGCGACTCTTGOCAATCGCG
M ASEKLCDSC®QSA
61 AAGGCGACTCTGTTCTGCCGCGCCCACTCCGCTTTCCTCTGCGTCAACTGCGACTCCAAG
KATLFCRADSAFLCVNCDSK
121 ATCCATGCGGCOAACAAGCTTGCCTCCOGCCACOCCCGCGTCTGECTCTGCGAGGTCTGE
I HAANKLASRHPRVWVLEEVE
181 GAGCAGCTCCAGT TCACGTCACCTGCAAGGCCGACGACGCCGCCCTCTGCGTCACCTGT
EQAPVHVTEKADD AALEVT
241 GACCGCGACATCCACTCCGCCAACCCTCTCAGCCGCCGCCACGAGCGAGTCCCTGTCACG
DRDIBSANPLSRRBERVP VT
301 COGTTTTATGATTCCGTGAACTCAGCTGCAGACTCGGTCCCCGCCGTTAAATCTGTCGTC
PFYDSVNSAADSVYPAVEKSVY
361 AACTTCCTCGACAACCGCTACTTATCCGACGTGGACGGCGAGACGGAAGTGAGCAGGGAG
NFLDNRYLSDVDGETEVSTRE
421 GAGGCCGAGGCCGCCTCGTGGCTGCTCCCGAACCCCARGGCGATGGAGAATCCAGATCTG
E A EAASWLLPNDPEKAMENNEPDL
181 AACTOGGGGCAGTACTTGTTCCAGGAAATGGATCCGTATCTGGATCTGGACTACGGGCAT
NSGQYLFQEMDTPYLDTLDYGH
541 GTGGATCCGAAACTTGAAGAAGCTCAGGAGCAGAACAGCTGCGGOGOGGACGGCGTCGTT
VDPKLEEAQEQNSCGADG GVYVY
601 COGGTGCGGAGCAAGAACATGCAGCCTCTGCTAGT TAACGACCAGAGCTTCGAACTCGAC
PYRSEKNMQPLLYNDAG QST FETILTD
661 TTCTOCGCCGGCTCCAAGCCCTTCGTCTACGGCTACCACCACGCTCAGTGTCTGAGCCAG
FSAGSEKPFVYGYHHAQCLSAQ
721 AGCGTATCATCTTCGTCGATGGACATCAGCGTCGTGCCGGATAGCAACGCGGTGACCGAC
S V5SS S MDISVYPDSNAVTD
781 GCGTCGGATGCATACACCAAGTCACTGACCGCCGCTGTGGAGACATCTCAACTGGCGGTC
ASDAYTEKSLTAAVETS QLAY
841 CAGCTCTCGTCCGCGOATCGCGTCECOAGGGTGCTGAGGTACAGAGAGAAGCGGAAGAAC
QLSSADRVARVLERYRETE KT RE KN
901 COAAAGTTCGAGAAGACGATACGGTACGCTTCGAGAAAAGCGTACGCGGAAACTCGGOCG
RKFEKTIRYASREKAYAETREP
961 CGAATCAAAGGCAGGTTCGCGAAGCGCACGGAGGTGGAGATCGAAGCCGAGCGGATGTGE
RIKGRFAEKRTEVETIEAERMGC
1021 (‘('r{‘.TA(‘.(}G(T-'JT‘.f','["I'f.‘('ﬁTf'C'J"IT_'IEG'I"['.-\ ATAATGTAATTAACCAGTAATCAAGCTTT
RY GGV VPSF %
1081 GTAATTTCGTTTTTGTTCCCGGGAATCGGCTC O TG TARATATCGGTCG

XUT RILFR ARG T LB 5« TR BIRZL B3k BT s 3 B F 5 1L 1 ) 3907 1n] 5 BSR4 FOR BEEB Z5F F1 CCT 4544 458
Double underline denotes the initiation codon and the termination codon. The asterisk denotes the translation termination. The arrowhead means the
primers used and the amplification direction. The gray region means the B-box domain and the CCT domain
2 ®WE Co EHEHK DNA FIHIREEBFT
Fig.2 cDNA and amino acid sequence analysis of PyCO gene of Pyrus pyrifolia
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Fig. 3 Putative conserved domains analysis of PyCO protein

H ProtScale F2 5 40 43 M7 T % 8 H B9 55 K PE 1B
TR, FH T2 BE TR J3 (BB ALK 5 K 1 A i R B 1
B K P ) LA, 485 SR R PyCO AR g K X 3
ST o BAFIZE FE SRR PR IX K, 7E 289 i Lys HoA7 i
IR SE - 3. 789, FRIK MR Ao ; Z2 BREESS 111 {37 Val
AT R 94 1. 422, BB AT LA PyCO 2
HiKHEEH ,1X 55 ProtParam T 25 R —2L

FIH TM-HMM 2. 0 J77E%F PyCO 85 FH#E4 7 85
SERTIUIN N R T ELBIAE 0. 1% LAF &5 3R 3%
WAL CO FEDRZ R AN A7 76 15 R5 45 M 10, 1 5% ki
P T4 ML R A1, BRI abb 0B 3 B O B AN R
2% Signal 4. 1 08T, IZE LR T 5 To A5 5 K54, 8
FAE WA A, Wit NPS liR45 4% LAY GOR 4 F2
JPXF R A AT T, RIZE A FEEH o
WA TC R A it 4, b o BRBE | AT il 32 A
TJoHE W il A s A s 29.41 % | 15.59% |
#155.00% .
2.2 PyCO WRIEFFILEX KR RELZ BEMAE

B4 S 10 PyCO & JL R ¥ 5 7E GenBank I 3
1T Blast %, 25 R B 00 3L 5 HAbAE 9 )7 51 19
wEEARRIYE (B 4)  Hoh 53R co B H A
Ik fe s, A 93% 5 58k FT AR AR MR AE B
T R 5 R 45 g TR) PR e B0 E 709% DL B A A
MEGA %4, %} GenBank %48 JF P & & 1 17
P SF A CO R A MW ERRT LB W
(F5), 85 R BRbE co FH 53 B R4
KRR, W R4 2 R A Al Al e |
JI, 5 7K R AR 5 SR 2% OC R i 45 R S
Y2 o3 FAEAE — 5 AR OGHE
2.3 PyCO EHMIEZRIE

PAZE i e ) R AR, >R VS AN EcoR T AN
Xho 1 BV s 05 |04 G 8 — 4629 1.2 kb (0 F
BL 5519k 45 SRAAT, PCR 44k P24 2 EcoR 1
H1 Xho 1 EFYI RIS | 3£ E EcoR 1 Fl Xho 1 XU
VIR R 228 8K pET-32a( + ) , KA B A% ik TR

H pET-32a( + )- PyCO, 4 PCR ¥ 34 XU V) %
(&1 6) Bl ik B = 20 ook A S I E

# 4] FRL pET-32a ( + )- PyCO % {k Bl121
(DE3) KA AT , SDS-PAGE H, 3K 46 45 5 (18] 7)
R, 4 IPTG 55, EULFURL pET-32a( + ) - PyCO
1 44.3 ~66. 4 kD b5 —~ W] i i) 2 1 2%, T =5
JRE N IPTG 755 (123 BURL AR I IPTG 5 5 1Y 8
ZH TR BRI AR B H B A (HFEAS R Y
P52 (0 h 4 h 8 h), BRI B E A2 AR
B, Rk S5,

3 e

BB Ry Z AR AR, B B 2 2 E A
AT B, 32 5 2 B DR R W 25 452, Co TR
R 6 AL HETT A6 4% p— A E 2 ) AR B A 1A
PR R A W RN AE A A A 2R P s S TR B B
G AEAE YR AL VR s S R S E . H
RUSCJE EPURE AT R SER KRR A Rt ) o
FERESRAS CO [RITEIE  (HAEARLE Y i A WL Co
FE A OCHRIE . A AP b s AR AR T
CO FH 4K cDNA F3, 31T T AR E, X
FENEP AL co RN TR ST, s M4 JE AL 8 /Y
A OIS B S

L T A V1 455 I 285 4 5% ), ] o 58 FE 4 FF
16, N3RS I BT A6 32 2 AR F RO A AH B4
LRI, CO K& K IR AE P I 46 8 4 1) OC B 2
N2 — , n] LU A OL(E 5 M A Y0 a5 5 8 4 T i 2
BRI Wl AFL ) 4 . CO PR R0 22 1] [] 5 1 5
72 (HAE CCT 3L /5 F1 B-box AIBEHE 45 F 4b v 14
SFo HEEM M. (D) &H 2 MNP ANE T
(2) & B-boxl B-box2 ,CCT %544 K2 COOH [X 1,
4 NEERSF R X, BF5E R, B-box] Fl1 B-box2
SERIRANG Z2 S B Y B-box £ #4 3A% A AH
o1, FELE G FRARBEFE 4540 \NHL 2544 | BREZE 14 55,
REP 25088k, ELA A 8 (A 2 AR E AR A ThEE =2
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PyCO(KF246572) :BbEL( Pyrus pyrifolia Nakai) ; FaCO(XP004291989) : B4 ( Fragaria vesca subsp. vesca) ; CcCO( XP004138691 ) .
# K ( Cucumis sativus) ; TeCO( EQY29267) ; 0] Al 44 ( Theobroma cacao) ; MiCO( ADX97322) : 725 ( Mangifera indica) ; GhCO( ADW65758)
HRAE ( Gossypium hirsutum) ; MdCO( AAC99310) : 325 ( Malus domestica) ; PpCO( ACHT3166) : Bk ( Prunus persica)
4 T EHEY CONSTANS SEE F 7[R R bkt

Fig. 4

TRV 7 AR co SEARRIEAT A HT A B, X 4
RASEFR R A FEREHR A5 X 5 CCT X5, IR ik
Bix 2 AKX co N ThRgdEwm EE >, —
SRR CO FEK ' ARIRIT co 588K AT U
PRAZ BB TR WVE N CO W EEHUIEN FT 3L
CL&TE Z R h s RS, UiBH CO Jk PR FE 45 1l
YL YRR 5T Re R RS 0y, HUR i T HAh
AR VE R, S 80 AR R AL > P20
AT B TE I RP AL PyCO 3 KR A A 40 4R 21
JER R, HEAMY CO RIGEMMAIEHE, 5 H 5%

Multiple alignment of deduced amino acid sequences of CONSTANS from different plants

FAEHAHICHY B-box 15 4% i A7 OCHY CCT P
RSP EEFE, HED PyCO REJE T CO FIERY
— B ONDIRERR A, AT REXT D BLTT AL s A % T E
o PyCO FEDH T 2 B 2 5 30 5 Bk Fn 5 114 )
TSy 93% 87% F 73% , W CO FE 1K 47 i
1[9BT s e T 3 S ) ol i) %) 5 2%
KR

R B FR IR R RE LI F A, Tk
A RAE Y AR 3 1, AL Samach %57 i
SRRFEAC BRI .Y CO HE 3R 3A = g 5O i [R]
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WELPyrus pyrifolia(KF246572) bp) M A
SESEMalus domestica(AAC99310)

BkPrunus persica(ACH73166)

W Fragaria vesca(XP 004291989)

W Mangifera indica(ADX97322)

W B[} Theobroma cacao(EOY29267) 2000
W AEGossypium hirsutum(ADW65758)

% N Cucumis sativus(XP004138691) 1000

1023 1023

U ST Arabidopsis thaliana(NP 197875) 150
7 Vitis vinifera(XP002263458) 500

KE Glycine max(XP003526113) 250
Tfit>¥Beta vulgaris(ACC95130) 100
FehiSolanum lycopersicum(XP004253053)

LA BESolanum tuberosum(ABH09237)
FHHiLitchi chinensis(AGS32266)
WS % Phalaenopsis hybrid cultivar(ACS94258)

IKAEOryza sativa(BAIS9726)
¥ Nicotiana tabacum(AEJ84000)

o5 M:DI2000 DNA X537t Fnife; A : PCR £
B:pET-32a( +)-PyCO AL FTKL EcoR 1 Fll Xho 1 XLt
E 5 AE#HEY CONSTANS S ERFINRGELXERSH M:DI2000 DNA ladder, A:PCR analysis, B:pET-32a( + )- PyCO
Fig. 5 Phylogenetic tree analysis of the deduced recombinant plasmid digested with EcoRI and Xhol
amino acid sequences of plant CONSTANS protein B 6 pET-32a( +)- PyCO EARMEFTIFA
PCR IIE45 R

I A BB TG PR ST A G BN A — R 9 A L A
W FT .SOCI 1 LFY 33k I A2 148 9y 1 I
o A ML, BRARC RSB T £ co 3

Fig. 6 Restriction enzyme digestion and PCR analysis

of pET-32a( + ) - PyCO recombinant plasmid

kD) 1 2 3 45 6 78 9 M 10 11 12 13 14

200
116
97.2

66.4

29.0

20.1

143 2
M. 8 FUBAR S 20 F B i b i 51 ~3 .78 IPTG 19 pET-32a( + ) 355 F 0 h 4 h 8 h
4 ~5./00.1 mmol/L I PTG 431155 4 h 8 h B pET-32a( + ) ;6 ~8:JC IPTG () pET-32a( + )- PyCO 73 i5F0h 4 h 8 h
9.11.13: /0. 1 mmol/L.0.5 mmol/L.1 mmol/L IPTG 5555 4 h 1) pET-32a( + )- PyCO
10,12 14 fH 0. 1 mmol/L.0. 5 mmol/L .1 mmol/L IPTG 437iS 8 h A pET-32a( + )- PyCO
M Protein molecular weight marker,1-3 ; Induced without IPTG of pET-32a( + )for O h,4 h,and 8 h
4-5 ;Induced with 0. 1 mmol/L IPTG of pET-32a( + )for 4 h 8 h,6-8 :Induced without IPTG of pET-32a( + )- PyCO for O h,4 h,and 8 h
9,11, and 13 ;Induced with 0. I mmol/L,0. 5 mmol/L,and 1 mmol/L IPTG of pET-32a( + )- PyCO for 4 h
10,12 ,and 14 ;Induced with 0. 1 mmol/L,0. 5 mmol/L,1 mmol/L IPTG of pET-32a( + )- PyCO IPTG for 8 h
7 PyCO @&ZEBEXFE HH SDS-PAGE S RIES
Fig.7 SDS-PAGE analysis of the expression of the recombined PyCO protein in E. coli

BLER R CO NSRRI LD, RSB MIIReRe it T — A Rdis . Aok
T fRZAE AR R N B E AL DI RE , b UNEE T AL CO B RN 5 IR Rk 8K pET-32a( + )
FOKF EREATOI ., BERIZRGNHITE CO X A ARIBHAFE BL21 (DE3) if SRl & E 1%
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RRLOA AT, S S BN IR] S R AR 2 T 0 E B 4%
BB ST [ 0], A8 9 4L B IR 2 i, 2012, 13 (1)« 152-
156,162

WAEL 2y, AR, A, AU SC A B AR R S B
AHOCIRRR AT FEL J]. el 20240, 1982(9) :27-32
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