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Abstract . Faba bean is one of the world important grain legume crops in the temperate and subtropic zones,
and has been cultivated in China since 2100 years ago. China is the largest producer in both sowing area and pro-
duction of faba bean globally. Faba bean becomes an important cash crop in western provinces and underdevel-
oped mountainous areas of China, due to its effective nitrogen fixation , soil improvement ability and environmental-
friend in modern cropping systems. Various kinds of DNA markers have been successfully used in other legume
crops such as soybean,common bean and pea etc. However, the molecular genetic studies on faba bean is limited.
Therefore , studies on origination , taxonomy, genetic diversity, genetic association mapping, breeding and QTL map-
pings of major traits such as growth habit, disease resistance and tolerance to abiotic stresses in faba bean have
been reviewed,in order to provide essential information for future researches and utilization of faba bean genetic
resources.
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